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now over, he was unable to comply with their request, and
the saint was accordingly burnt to death. We hare also
several sepulchral monuments to the "families" or troops of
gladiators, of uncertain date, but of Roman times, kept by
Asiarchs; as by Nemerius Castricius Pacoiiianus in Cos,
by Plotinus Aurelius Gratus at Cyzicus, and by L. Timon
at Smyrna.
In the last notice of the Asiarchs as actually existing,
—viz., in a rescript of the Emperors Honorius and Theo-
dosius to Anthemius, dated a.d. 409—we find the Asiarchs
mentioned in direct connection with the games (ludorum
festivitas), and although the people are forbidden to shout
out the names of the other principal persons present, yet
exceptions are made in strangely bombastic phraseology in
favour of the " Alytarchs, Syriarchs, agothetse, and also
the Asiarchs and others, whose names the votive solemnity
of the festivity will dedicate." We cannot doubt that the
expenses of the games fell wholly or in part on the Asiarchs,
though we have no distinct information on this subject.29
His contemporary and enemy, St Jerome, renders the same
word in the Acts by principes Asi&.
38 Aristides, in a scene laid at Smyrna, speaks of the Asiarch
as present The games in connection with the Commune Asise
were probably held there not ^infrequently.
29 Libanius (Epist. 1217) says that the Syriarch incurred
great expenses for the games in providing wild beasts and
combatants. We read in Malala, who derived his information
from Domninus, of one Artabanius, who in Commodus* reign was
nominated first Syriarch. (Joannes Malal. Ohronogr, lib. xii.
p. 285. Corp. Script. Byz. ed. Niebuhr.) The same Artabanius
apparently (though called in the MSB. Artabanes the Alytarcb)
spent vast sums, after the Olympian coronation at Daphne was
concluded, in scattering what he called " political loaves" to the
people. A statue was erected to him at Daphne. (Ibid., p. 289.)
By a decree of the same emperor, Aphrouius was elected first
AlyUrch at Antioch. Wearing his official robes as Alytarch,

